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If the railroad passed through a town it would have a water tower.

Unlike the water towers you see today, this one didn't provide

drinking and wash water to homes and businesses. Its sole purpose

was to resupply water to the early locomotives, which operated on

steam power. A coal or wood fired boiler in the locomotive would

heat the water until it was steam. The steam was then used to drive

the locomotive.

WATER TOWER



A town’s depot provided an important link to the outside world. Trains carried information, people, and

farm products in and out of town on a regular basis. Having a depot meant that your town was part

of a major transportation network fueled by the railroad industry. Thousands of immigrants traveled

to Dakota County on trains.

This depot features a waiting room, an office, and a freight room.

Have you ever been on a train before?

Can you think of anything that exists today that is like an old railroad depot (a place where you go

when you want to travel long distances)?

TRAIN DEPOT



Long ago town or village halls were used to conduct community meetings or other important functions.

Citizens chose people to represent them in the state legislatures or on town councils, so the town hall

was a pretty busy place on Election Day.

Our town hall has wall benches, an old stove, and displays relating to early government and politics.

A voting booth with a circular curtain is located on the north wall.

Why do you think children were not allowed to vote with adults at the town hall?

Where do people go today to vote during elections?

TOWN HALL



The blacksmith shop was a very important part of rural communities. It served as a repair shop for farm

equipment and tools – plows, wagons, shovels, etc. The blacksmith also shod horses (put horseshoes

on them) for folks willing to pay for that service.

The blacksmith shop has a brick forge fitted with an 1860 bellows.

What do you think the blacksmith shop looks like inside?

What types of tools and equipment do you suppose a blacksmith uses?

Do you know what a bellows is?

BLACKSMITH SHOP



THE CHURCH

The typical church has long served as a focus for social life within towns and villages. This was certainly

true in new communities as immigrants sought a place where they could practice their traditional religious

and cultural customs. The church was often the first building constructed in a new town. In fact, to encourage

settlement, railroads and business interests often donated large sums of money to any congregation that

would build a church, hoping to attract more settlers. As the vast majority of newcomers to this area came

from eastern states or Europe, various forms of Christianity dominated the landscape.

The Church shown above was constructed in the late 1860s at an approximate cost of $900.00. The church

was used for regular services, events during the county fair, as well as weddings and funerals.

Why do you think this church is so small?

What do you think it looks like on the inside?

How do you suppose people in the church could see one another without the benefit of electrical lights?



FARM HOUSE

This house is a wonderful example of a typical farmhouse dating back over one hundred years. Built in

1892 the home features a parlor, a dining room, one bedroom, and a summer kitchen on the first floor.

Three more small bedrooms are located upstairs.

A large wood-burning stove heated the house. A small cellar was used for storing canned fruits and

vegetables because it was the coolest part of the house. Many immigrant farmers had very large families

with several children.

Where do you think folks went to the bathroom if they didn’t have one in their house?

How do you think they cooked without electricity or running water?



TOWN LIBRARY

The Dakota City library was formerly used as a church. At various times it was also used for a mortuary,

school classrooms, church education programs, and offices.

The building now houses our library with its collection of old books, newspapers, scrapbooks, maps, and

pamphlets. A number of large tables and chairs provide a convenient place to read books from one hundred

years ago.

Why was it important to have books available for people to read in small towns at the turn-of-the-century?

How do you think community libraries today differ from this one?



GENERAL STORE

People who lived in and around small farming villages went to the general store to buy all sorts of

things – food, cloth, tools, paint, cooking supplies, farm equipment, medicine, etc. Farmers often

bartered or traded their products (like eggs and vegetables) for items they wanted to buy at the

store.

General stores often went on to serve as other businesses. At various times our store served as

an ice cream parlor, shoe repair shop, and a horseshoe and harness shop. The building was also

made into a grocery store.

Why do think it is called a general store?

How often do you think farm families shopped at the general store?



ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE

Children in rural communities at the turn-of-the-century were usually taught in a one-room school like

the one that appears above. Teachers (often young women) were responsible for providing lessons for

as many as 25 students ranging from grades one through eight at the same time. Subjects included:

reading, arithmetic, geography, history, and science. For exercise students would enjoy jumping rope,

playing hide-and-seek or crack the whip among other popular activities.

This school building was built in in 1902. It replaced a previous schoolhouse that was originally constructed

in 1892 and struck by lightning.

How does this school compare to the one you attend today?

How do you suppose students got to and from school in 1900?

What do you think it looks like inside? Can you guess what types of things would have been on the walls

in 1900?



DAKOTA CITY JAIL

This jail was built in 1904 for the sum of $560. The building was constructed with 13” thick bricks

and tin was placed on the inside to help prevent fire.

In the early days the peace officers were called marshals, and they were kept quite busy. Later

on, the town had constables who didn’t have to do too much unless emergencies arose.

The jail’s most frequent guests were those who had drunk too much or hobos who spent the night

before catching the morning freight train out of town.

Why do you think the jail was so small?

How many people do you think could fit in the jail at one time?


