SHutterbug's
HiStoricaL PHoto (GaLLery

Hi!

Welcome to my
Photo Album of
old pictures
taken here In

Dakota County!

Let’'s find out
more about
them together!

A Dakota County Historical Society
Educational Activity Booklet



These kids agree that “TV Time is Apple Time” at Glewwe’s
Grocery Store. The store used to be at the corner of Fifth
and Marie in South St. Paul.

Do you see the funny looking round screen on their TV?
They had TVs like that in the 1950s, when this picture

was taken.
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People who have lived in Dakota County a long time always
remember this "Spiral Bridge" that used to be in Hastings.
It was built in 1895 and there was no other bridge like it!
The "Roller Coaster” look was needed because barges had
to pass under the bridge, but the downtown businesses
were really close to the river.

Instead of a steep ramp at the end, the designer made

a spiral.

People used to drive miles out of their way just to cross it!

A modern bridge replaced it in 1951.
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This is a picture of George Stapf and his family from Castle
Rock. It was taken at the Etter Depot in Ravenna Township.
But how do we know WHEN it was taken?

See the car and the power pole in this picture?

Before 1920 not many people had cars or electricity.
People's clothes can help too - see the person sitting on
the car?

People didn't dress like that after the 1930s.

These clues can help us figure out when the picture was

taken! It had to be sometime in the 1920's or 1930's.
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This is Castle Rock. It's a 45 foot tall Sandstone formation.
That's pretty big. Can you see girl standing in front of it?
Nobody made it - it's a natural rock. How do you suppose
it happened?

There's really only ONE of them!

This photo is for an old time 3-D picture viewer called a
"Stereoscope." If you had a Stereoscope the picture would
be in 3-D and you'd only see one rock.

It doesn't look like that anymore, though. A storm blew the

top off of it after 1900.
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This picture was taken in the Spring of 1935.
These kids were students at the District 13 School in Eagan.
Their school only had one room! All the grades were taught
together. They sure look like they were having fun, don't

they? Maybe they just liked having their picture taken.
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This is a picture of the very first Kindergarten class at
Central School. It was taken in South Saint Paul in 1916.
Can you figure out what time of year it was taken?
There are some clues in the picture if you look hard

enough! (Hint: It's a holiday)

Okay, here's another hint: "Gobble Gobble."
Figured it out yet?
Can you see the turkey decorations above the

blackboards? That's Right! Thanksgiving!
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How would you like one of these adjustable school desks?
The guy with the mustache is George Wemple, he invented
them! See how the woman in the middle (her name is Lillian
Thorson) has her chair moved all the way back?

The kid on the right (he's Kingsley Behham) has his chair
pushed all the way forward, and he also gets a footrest!

The photo was taken at the Orchard Lake School in Lakeville
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This picture was taken in front of the South Saint Paul
Drover's State Bank in 1926.

See the horse-drawn wagon passing by on the street?
It's full of water. They used to spray it on the streets to
keep the dust from blowing around.

That's because the city streets used to be dirt roads!
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These three kids were members of the
South St. Paul 4-H Club.
Here they are displaying their

prize-winning vegetables!
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This is a picture of the workers who built this bridge

in 1894.

It was a Toll Bridge (meaning you had to pay to cross
it). It went over the Mississippi River and connected

Inver Grove to Newport.

Notice how tall the bridge is?

It was a "Double Decker" Bridge!

Trains would travel on one level and people, horses,

and later on cars crossed on a different level.
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This is a picture of Fred Lawshe posing with some artifacts.
He was a retired South Saint Paul High School shop teacher.
Mr. Lawshe founded the Dakota County Historical Society in
1939 and was its director for many years.

This picture was probably taken in the 1960s when the
historical society was in the basement of the South Saint

Paul City Hall.
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This is the Nichols Depot in the early 1900s.

A man from England named Raymond Spencer operated

the station.

Nichols was once a small town along the Minnesota River

In Eagan Township, but it no longer exists today.
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This is a colorized postcard featuring a beautiful view of the
railroad bridge crossing the Vermillion River at Hastings.
Several mills opened up near the bridge because of the falls
of the Vermillion River.

I'm not sure exactly when this photo was taken, but the

cost to mail it was only ONE PENNY!
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This picture was taken during construction of the Inver
Grove Bridge. The bridge opened in 1894 and stretched

between Inver Grove and Newport.
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Can you figure out what these three men are doing?
Why do you think these three men are wearing ice skates
and holding those big "kites?"

They aren't kites! They're "Sails!"

They'd use the wind to blow them across frozen water on
their ice skates.

Nobody knows where this picture was taken, or exactly

when, but it was probably before the 1940s.
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Can you figure out what this man is doing?

His name was Stanley Kaminski. He came to South St. Paul
with his wife from Warsaw, Poland in about 1911.

Did you guess he is making and repairing shoes?

He was a shoemaker by trade but he also worked as a night

watchman at the meat packing plant called " Swift’s."
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Members of the Minnesota National Guard clashed with
striking workers during the 1948 Meatpackers Strike.
Workers in the Meatpackers Union wanted more pay:

29 cents an hour. That's not much money today, but it was
a good wage back then!

They refused to return to work until they got it, which is
called a "strike." This photograph was taken on Concord

Street in South St. Paul.
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This is a picture of Nichols Station, a train depot.

It was located in the Minnesota River bottoms off the
Mendota-Burnsville Road on Cedar Avenue where it crossed
the tracks.

This photograph was taken by Bob Kuehn in 1964, then next

year the old station was torn down.
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